
 
Monday, 16 February 2026 

 

 

Support / Potential “buy” levels $8,883. 

Resistance $9,100. 

 

KEY TAKEAWAYS 

ASX edges higher as retail strength offsets earnings 
disappointments 

Australian shares edged higher on Monday, with the 
S&P/ASX 200 closing up 0.24% at 8,939, as strength in IT and 
consumer discretionary offset weakness in select defensives 
and miners. Standout moves came from Austal Ltd 
(ASX:ASB), up 20.74% to 5.88, and WiseTech Global Ltd 
(ASX:WTC), which gained 12.76% to 48.06. Retailer JB Hi-Fi 
Ltd (ASX:JBH) added 5.45% after lifting profit 7% to 
A$305.8m and raising its interim dividend 23.5% to 210 
cents, offering reassurance that parts of the consumer 
economy remain resilient. 

Not all sectors shared the optimism. Treasury Wine Estates 
Ltd (ASX:TWE) fell 4.39% after a roughly 40% slide in 
underlying EBITS and no interim dividend, while Fortescue 
Metals Group Ltd (ASX:FMG) lost 4.15%. The S&P/ASX 200 
VIX eased 4.77% to 12.95, suggesting calmer nerves as 
investors await fresh data and central bank guidance. 

 

 

 

Investor Pulse Wealth Account 

Take control of your investments with a fully CHESS-
sponsored wealth account under your existing HIN - 
seamlessly accessible through your Investor Pulse Members 
Area. 

Portfolio Performance 

• Growth Portfolio: 21% p.a. average return - ideal 
for investors seeking higher capital growth. 

• Balanced Portfolio: 15% p.a. average return with a 
5% dividend yield - the perfect blend of growth and 
income. 

• Income Portfolio: 13% p.a. average return with a 
6% dividend yield - Defensive, focused on stable, 
consistent returns. 

*Past performance is not indicative of future performance 
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All portfolios can be customised to match your objectives - 
dial up income or growth as you prefer.  

Macquarie Cash Accounts 
Wealth clients receive a Macquarie CMA Account plus a 
Cash Accelerator Account paying 3.9% p.a., automatically 
linked to your wealth account for seamless cash 
management. 

Fees and Reporting 
A simple flat fee of 1.5% p.a. (incl. GST) applies, debited 
monthly. You’ll receive comprehensive tax reporting each 
financial year, ready for your accountant. 

Access and Transparency 
Monitor your portfolio performance, holdings, and annual 
tax pack anytime via the Investor Pulse Members Area. 

Setup in Minutes 
Getting started takes just five minutes - click below to open 
your account and select your preferred entity type. 

Click here to get started 

 

MARKET MOVERS 

Broad-Based Gains Mask Sector Divergence as Retail 
Strength Counters Earnings Weakness in Select Blue Chips 

Australian equities edged higher on Monday, with the 
benchmark S&P/ASX 200 adding 0.22% at the close in 
Sydney. By the end of trade on February 16, 2026, the index 
had firmed 0.24% to 8,939 points, shaking off Friday’s 
weakness in what dealers described as a measured relief 
rally. 

 

Gains in information technology, consumer discretionary 
and industrial names underpinned the advance. Market 
breadth was constructive, with 647 stocks rising against 493 
decliners, while 371 finished unchanged. Volatility 

expectations eased, as the S&P/ASX 200 VIX slipped 4.77% 
to 12.95, signalling a moderation in near-term risk hedging. 

 

Standout Movers: Defence And Logistics Software Lead 
While Retirement and Resources Lag 

Among individual names, Austal Ltd (ASX:ASB) surged 
20.74% to 5.88, marking the strongest performance on the 
index. WiseTech Global Ltd (ASX:WTC) advanced 12.76% to 
48.06, while Genesis Minerals Ltd (ASX:GMD) climbed 7.86% 
to 7.41 in late trade. 

On the downside, Summerset Group Holdings Ltd (ASX:SNZ) 
fell 6.11% to 8.92, touching a 52 week low. Treasury Wine 
Estates Ltd (ASX:TWE) declined 4.39% to 5.01, while 
Fortescue Metals Group Ltd (ASX:FMG) dropped 4.15% to 
20.33. 

The divergence within consumer-facing names was stark. 
Electronics retailer JB Hi-Fi Ltd (ASX:JBH) rose 5.45% to 80.86 
after reporting a 7% rise in half-year net profit to 305.8m 
dollars. Sales in New Zealand jumped 32%, and the interim 
dividend was lifted 23.5% to 210 cents per share. By 
contrast, Treasury Wine Estates reported a roughly 40% fall 
in underlying EBITS, with gearing moving above its target 
range and no interim dividend declared. 

 

Gold Tailwinds and Resources Caution Ahead of BHP 
Results 

In the gold space, bullion’s weekend surge to US$5,063 an 
ounce buoyed sentiment toward producers including 
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Northern Star Resources Ltd (ASX:NST) and Evolution Mining 
Ltd (ASX:EVN), reinforcing their appeal as inflation hedges. 

 

Attention is now turning to BHP Group Ltd (ASX:BHP), which 
reports on Tuesday. Investors will scrutinise whether the 
miner can sustain its payout ratio amid softer iron ore pricing 
and a 2.7% decline in broader commodity trends. 

 

Dividends, Exchange Earnings and the Cost of Compliance 

Dividend flows remain in focus. Challenger capital notes 
(ASX:CGFPC and ASX:CGFPD) traded ex dividend, while Judo 
Capital (ASX:JDOPA) and Bank of Queensland (ASX:BOQPF) 
marked payment dates. Toll road operator Transurban 
Group (ASX:TCL) is scheduled to distribute 34 cents per share 
on February 24. 

Meanwhile, ASX Ltd (ASX:ASX) reported a 4% rise in 
underlying profit but flagged a 20% increase in expenses, 
prompting a 9% cut to its dividend. Higher regulatory and 
technology spending continues to weigh on margins. 

 

Currency And Rates: Dollar Firms as Yields Ease 

The Australian dollar rebounded to around US$0.70 ahead 
of minutes from the Reserve Bank of Australia, following a 
recent 25 bps rate increase. Markets are bracing for Q4 wage 
data and January labour figures later this week. 

 

Government bond markets were firmer, with the 10-year 
yield easing to 4.72%, a four-week low, reflecting softer US 
yields even as policymakers maintain a hawkish bias. 

 

 

Global Backdrop: China Weakness, US Pause and 
Commodity Crosscurrents 

In Asia, the Shanghai Composite fell 1.26% to 4,082 and the 
Shenzhen Component dropped 1.28% to 14,100 ahead of 
the Lunar New Year closure. Mainland bourses will shut from 
February 16 to 23. 

On Wall Street, the Dow Jones Industrial Average lost 1.23% 
last week, the S&P 500 declined 1.39% and the Nasdaq 
Composite retreated 2.1%, amid concerns over elevated AI 
capital expenditure. 
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Commodities were mixed. WTI crude hovered near 
US$62.8 a barrel as supply concerns offset geopolitical 
risks. 

 

Gold eased to around US$4,970 an ounce after a recent 2.5% 
rally, though expectations of more than two US rate cuts this 
year continue to underpin sentiment. 

 

 

 

Regards, 
Mark Elzayed  
Investor Pulse
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